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March Open Forum Feedback
Building Design 
•  Spaces that support community and socialization  
•  Daylight, views and indoor/outdoor connections 
•  Bring entrance down to sidewalk level 
•  Improved patron services 



March Open Forum Feedback

Site & Landscape 
•  Enthusiasm for engaging Wellington Brook 
•  Support for enhancing connection to Underwood Rec. Areas 
•  Preference for garden/green spaces over urban/hardscape 
•  Important to include space for drop-off

Building Design 
•  Spaces that support community and socialization  
•  Daylight, views and indoor/outdoor connections 
•  Bring entrance down to sidewalk level 
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Site & Landscape 
•  Enthusiasm for engaging Wellington Brook 
•  Support for enhancing connection to Underwood Rec. Areas 
•  Preference for garden/green spaces over urban/hardscape 
•  Important to include space for drop-off

Sustainability 
•  User Experience: views and access to outdoors, building as teaching tool 
•  Site Features: Preservation of natural landscape 
•  Building Experience: Improved air quality and healthy materials 
•  Outcomes: Net Zero Energy 

Building Design 
•  Spaces that support community and socialization  
•  Daylight, views and indoor/outdoor connections 
•  Bring entrance down to sidewalk level 
•  Improved patron services 

March Open Forum Feedback



Guiding Principles for the New Belmont Public Library

Library as Community Center 
Openness and Accessibility 
Flexibility 
Sustainability 
Natural Light 
Integrated Site and Landscape
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Wildflower Garden

Future Parking

1'"2'%#(34$1'"2'%#(34$1'"2'%#(34$

Engage the 
Underwood Property Create a Welcoming 

Civic Presence Cultivate a Garden Edge 
Along Wellington Brook

Connect to the 
Wildflower Garden

Site Strategy



Site Strategy Concord Avenue



Site Strategy Underwood Recreational Area



B E L M O N T L I B R A RY B e l m o n t , M A
Sc h e m a t i c  Des i g n   •   03  13   201 9

W E L L I N GTO N  B R O O K  C O R R I D O R :  E x i s t i n g  C o n d i t i o n s

Site Strategy Wellington Brook
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Office 
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Paperbacks
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Friends Book 
Sale Room
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CIRCULATION AND 
STAFF AREAS

POPULAR MATERIALS

MEETING ROOMS

ADULT COLLECTIONS
AND READING

INFORMATION SERVICES

PERIODICALS

FRIENDS

MAKER SPACE

TEENS

CHILDREN'S DEPARTMENT

STORAGE & CUSTODIALBelmont Public Library
Belmont, Massachusetts
Appendix C - Building Program Diagram - Addition and Renovation or New Construction

Library Program Johnson Roberts Feasibility Study 2017



Library Program Area Comparison

Existing Library 
29,650 sf

New Functions 
Maker Space & Digital Media Lab 
Children’s Program Room 
Quiet Study Rooms 
‘Library of Things’ 
After-Hours Meeting Capability

New Library 
42,500 sf
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Library Commons View from Main Entrance on First Floor



Writers Theater 
Studio Gang

Library Commons Community Stair Precedent



Library Commons View from Second Floor Looking East



Second Floor Plan

Outdoor 
Reading Porch

Adult Reading 
Room

Maker Space

Digital Media Lab

Young 
Adults

Periodicals

Claflin 
Room

Belmont 
History 

Room

Staff 
Workroom 
and Offices

Quiet Study

Library 
Commons

Specialty Studios



Second Floor Plan

Maker Space

Digital Media Lab

Young 
Adults

Periodicals

Claflin 
Room

Belmont 
History 

Room

Staff 
Workroom 
and Offices

Quiet Study

Library 
Commons

Specialty Studios

ADULT

Outdoor 
Reading Porch

Adult Reading 
Room



Second Floor Plan

Maker Space

Digital Media Lab

Young 
Adults

Periodicals

Claflin 
Room

Belmont 
History 

Room

Staff 
Workroom 
and Offices

Quiet Study

Library 
Commons

Specialty Studios

ADULT

HISTORY

Outdoor 
Reading Porch

Adult Reading 
Room



Second Floor Plan

Maker Space

Digital Media Lab

Young 
Adults

Periodicals

Claflin 
Room

Belmont 
History 

Room

Staff 
Workroom 
and Offices

Quiet Study

Library 
Commons

Specialty Studios

ADULT

HISTORY

MAKER
Outdoor 

Reading Porch

Adult Reading 
Room



Second Floor Plan

Maker Space

Digital Media Lab

Young 
Adults

Periodicals

Claflin 
Room

Belmont 
History 

Room

Staff 
Workroom 
and Offices

Quiet Study

Library 
Commons

Specialty Studios

ADULT

HISTORY

MAKER

STUDY

Outdoor 
Reading Porch

Adult Reading 
Room



Second Floor Plan

Maker Space

Digital Media Lab

Young 
Adults

Periodicals

Claflin 
Room

Belmont 
History 

Room

Staff 
Workroom 
and Offices

Quiet Study

Library 
Commons

Specialty Studios

ADULT

HISTORY

MAKER

STUDY

STAFF/ 
SUPPORT

Outdoor 
Reading Porch

Adult Reading 
Room



Second Floor Plan

Maker Space

Digital Media Lab

Young 
Adults

Periodicals

Claflin 
Room

Belmont 
History 

Room

Staff 
Workroom 
and Offices

Quiet Study

Library 
Commons

Specialty Studios

ADULT

HISTORY

MAKER

STUDY

YOUNG
ADULTS

STAFF/ 
SUPPORT

Outdoor 
Reading Porch

Adult Reading 
Room



Building Section North-South
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Commons
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Room
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Materiality History of Brick Production

Parry Brother Brickyards 



Belmont Town Hall 
Henry W. Hartwell, 1881 

Materiality Language of Belmont Municipal Buildings

Homer Municipal Building 
Ebenezer Homer, 1899 

Underwood Memorial Library 
William Ralph Emerson, 1902 



Kent State Center for Architecture 
Weiss Manfredi 

Materiality Brick Precedents

Kent State Center for Architecture 
Weiss Manfredi 



Ramsey County Shoreview Library 
HGA Architects

Materiality Brick Precedents

Nelissen Brick Headquarters 
UAU Collectiv



Materiality Copper Precedents

Harvard Tozzer Anthropology Building 
Kennedy Violich Architects 

University of Connecticut Oak & Laurel Halls  
Leers Weinzapfel Architects 



Beaver Country Day School Research + Design Center 
NADAAA 

Materiality High Pressure Laminate (HPL) Panel Cladding Precedents

Harry Parker Boathouse 
Anmahian Winton Architects 



View from Concord Avenue



View from Concord Avenue Trees Removed for Clarity



View from Wellington Brook and Outdoor Gardens 



View from Underwood Lawn



View from Underwood Lawn
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Report Back to Larger Group (15 minute)

Discussion & Feedback (60 Minutes)

Breakout Work Sessions (4 Tables)

1. Connections 
• How does the building relate to its surroundings? 
• How do spaces relate to one another?  

2. Spaces/Services 
• What spaces or services do you use most? 
• Are spaces and services in the right spots… or the wrong spots? 

3. Environments 
• What type of setting should the library provide (indoors and outdoors)? 
• How would the environments of specific spaces improve their use? 

Children’s, Adult Reading Room, Meeting spaces, etc. 



Oudens Ello Architecture




