
Best of 2017
Picture Books

Cooper, Floyd. The Ring Bearer 

-Mama's getting married, and Jackson has an important job to do! A story about love, weddings, and the special joy 

that is a blended family. For ages 3 & up. 

Denos, Julia. Windows 

-Walking his dog at dusk, one boy catches glimpses of the lives around him in this lovely ode to autumn evenings, 

exploring your neighborhood, and coming home. For ages 3 & up. 

DiCamillo, Kate. La La La: A Story of Hope 

-This nearly wordless graphic story follows a little girl in search of a friend. DiCamillo conveys a lonely child's yearning 

for someone who understands. For ages 3 & up. 

Engle, Margarita. All the Way to Havana 

-In Cuba, a boy and his father help their  1953 car "purr, cara cara,  . . . and  zoom, zoom, ZOOM!" A joyful celebration of 

Cuba, cars, and people's resourceful innovation. For ages 3 & up. 

Himes, Rachel. Princess and the Peas 

-Re-imagined in an African-American community in the mid-1950s, there's a Princess and peas but that's where the 

similarities to The Princess and the Pea end. A funny, heartwarming tale for all who love food and family.  For ages 5 & up.

Hood, Morag. Carrot & Pea 

-How can a carrot and a pea be friends when they're so different? A charming celebration of embracing differences and 

standing out in a crowd. For ages 2 & up. 

Naberhaus, Sarvinder. Blue Sky White Stars 

-An inspiring and patriotic tribute to the beauty of the American flag, a symbol of America's history, landscape, and 

people. This book is an ode to America then and now, from sea to shining sea. For ages 4 & up. 

Pinkney, Jerry. The Three Billy Goats Gruff 

-A beautifully illustrated version of the folktale that shows there's little good to come from greed--but in the end, 

redemption for even the most trollish bully is possible. For ages 3 & up. 

Pizzoli, Greg. The 12 Days of Christmas 

-Kids will love each silly spread in this raucous take on the classic carol that is perfect for reading aloud around the 

fireplace. For ages 3 & up. 

Sima, Jessie. Not Quite Narwhal 

This endearing tale about fitting in and standing out and the love of family will warm many a heart. For ages 3 & up. 

Smith, Lane. A Perfect Day 

-Bear unwittingly upends the backyard animals’ perfect day, in pursuit of its own, in this playful tale. For ages 3 & up. 

Van Dusen, Chris. Hattie & Hudson 

-A little girl and her colossal friend teach a monster-size lesson about prejudging others in this charming book.  

For ages 4 & up. 
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BEST of 2017
Fiction

Applegate, Katherine. Wishtree 
-Generations of human and animal families grow and change, seen from the point of view of the red oak 
Wishing Tree that shelters them all. For ages 9 & up. 
Berry, Julie. The Emperor's Ostrich 
-Magic and mayhem are afoot in this fantasy adventure! Cheeky, giggle-inducing wordplay, and jokes round 
out this classic madcap romp. For ages 9 & up. 
Gemeinhart, Dan. Scar Island 
-Dan Gemeinhart brings his signature blend of action, and heart to a tale of misfits struggling to survive.  
For ages 10 and up. 
Jamieson, Victoria. All's Faire in Middle School 
-A heartwarming graphic novel about starting middle school, surviving your embarrassing family, and the 
Renaissance Faire. From the author and artist of Roller Girl. For ages 10 & up. 
Korman, Gordon. Restart 
-Restart is the spectacular story of a kid with a messy past who has to figure out what it means to get a clean 
start. For ages 10 & up. 
Luper, Eric. Key Hunters Series 
-With the emphasis on mystery and action rather than history, a la Magic Tree House, this new chapter-book 
series will appeal to junior detectives. For ages 7 & up. 
Oh, Ellen (editor). Flying Lessons and Other Stories 
-These stories and others contain universal themes: friendship, sibling rivalry, parental embarrassment, first 
crushes, and the trials and challenges that school can bring. For ages 8 & up. 
Reynolds, Jason. Patina 
-A newbie to the track team, Patina must learn to rely on her teammates as she tries to outrun her personal 
demons in this follow up to the National Book Award finalist Ghost. For ages 10 and up. 
Schlitz, Laura Amy. Princess Cora and the Crocodile 
-A Newbery Medalist and a Caldecott Medalist join forces to give an over-scheduled princess a day off--and
a deliciously wicked crocodile a day on. For ages 6 & up. 
Torres, Jennifer. Stef Soto, Taco Queen 
-A heartwarming and charming debut novel about family, friends, and finding your voice: all wrapped up in a 
warm tortilla. For ages 8 & up. 
Wolk, Lauren. Beyond the Bright Sea 
-Vivid and heart-wrenching historical fiction, Lauren Wolk’s Beyond the Bright Sea is a gorgeously crafted and 
tensely paced tale that explores questions of identity, belonging, and the true meaning of family. 
For ages 10 & up. 



BEST of 2017
Non-Fiction
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Blumenthal, Deborah. Fancy Party Gowns: The Story of Fashion Designer Ann Cole Lowe 

-A beautiful picture book about Ann Cole Lowe, an African-American fashion designer who battled 

adversity to pursue her passion for making beautiful gowns. For ages 5 & up. 

Burns, Ken. Grover Cleveland, Again! A Treasury of American Presidents 

- A gorgeous collection of illustrated American presidents filled with fun facts and sparkling with 

personality, from non-fiction master Ken Burns. For ages 10 & up. 

Chin, Jason. Grand Canyon 

-Follow a father and daughter as they make their way through the cavernous wonder, discovering life both 

present and past. Weave in and out of time as perfectly placed die cuts show you that a fossil today was a  

living creature long ago. For ages 6 & up. 

Davies, Nicola. Song of the Wild: A First Book of Animals 

-Clever poems from Davies and lively, colorful illustrations by Petr Horácek reveal the vast beauty and 

variety of the animal world in this essential introduction, perfect for even the youngest amateur 

zoologists. For ages 3 & up. 

Eggers, Dave. Her Right Foot 

-In his fascinating, fun take on non-fiction, uniquely American in its frank tone, Eggers investigates a 

seemingly small trait of America's most emblematic statue: her right foot. For ages 7 & up. 

Moss, Marissa. Kate Warne: Pinkerton Detective 

-When Kate Warne applied for a job with the Pinkerton Agency, Pinkerton assumed she wanted to cook or 

clean, but he agreed to try her out as an agent. Warne went on to direct an entire women's division of 

detectives and Pinkerton relied on her for his hardest cases! For ages 6 & up. 

Rusch, Elizabeth. The Music of Life: Bartolomeo Cristofori & the Invention of the Piano 

-Award-winning biographer Elizabeth Rusch and two-time Caldecott Honor recipient Marjorie Priceman 

team up to tell the inspiring story of the invention of the world’s most popular instrument: the piano. 

For ages 4 & up. 

Yousafzai, Malala. Malala's Magic Pencil 

-This beautifully illustrated volume tells Malala Yousafzai's story for a younger audience and shows them 

the worldview that allowed Malala to hold on to hope even in the most difficult of times. Malala's first 

picture book will inspire young readers everywhere to find the magic all around them. For ages 5 & up.


